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@From Shin-Osaka Station (Shinkansen)

From Shin-Osaka (Shinkansen) Station, take the
JR Line to Osaka Station (one stop), then a
Kansai Airport Rapid Service train to Mikunigaoka
Station, and change to a local train on the JR
Hanwa Line to Mozu Station (about 50 min).
Nintoku-tenno-ryo Kofun is 500 meters west of
Mozu Station.

@®From Kansai International Airport
Take a Kansai Airport Rapid Service train from
Kansai Airport Station, change to a local train at
Otori Station, and get off at Mozu Station (about
45 min).

@By car
About a 10-minute drive to the southeast from
“Sakai Exit” on the Hanshin Expressway Route 15
Sakai line.
*Please use public transport to visit the Mozu
area. The number of parking spaces are limited.
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Access to Ojin-tenno-ryo Kofun (¥)(¥)

@ From Shin-Osaka Station (Shinkansen)
Take the JR Line or the Subway Midosuji Line from
Shin-Osaka (Shinkansen) Station to Tennoji Station.
From Tennoji (Osaka Abenobashi Station), take the
Kintetsu Railway Minami Osaka Line to Hajinosato Station
(about 55 min) or Furuichi Station (about 60 min).
Ojin-tenno-ryo Kofun is about 900 meters southwest of
Hajinosato Station (%), and about 700 meters northwest
of Furuichi Station (v).

@ From Kansai International Airport
Take a Kansai Airport Rapid Service train from Kansai
Airport Station to Tennoji Station. From Tennoji (Osaka
Abenobashi Station), take the Kintetsu Railway Minami
Osaka Line to Hajinosato Station or Furuichi Station.

@By car

About a 5-minute drive to the south from “Fujiidera Exit” on
the Nishi-meihan Expressway.

*Please use public transport to visit the Furuichi area. There
is no parking at the worship place of Qjin-tenno-ryo Kofun.

Kintetsu
Minami Osaka Line

Nankai Koya Line

All visitors to kofun are kindly requested to keep in mind the following visitation manners:

- Take all rubbish home with you.
- Follow traffic rules when touring kofun sites.

- Keep good manners when touring kofun sites to avoid disturbing local residents and

other visitors.

For Kawachinagano

- Please note that while all kofun can be viewed from the outside, entry is primarily not allowed.

- Refrain from taking any animals to the worship places* (excluding guide dogs or service dogs).

- Smoking is prohibited at the worship places.

*Most large kofun, which generally include tenno-ryo Kofun in their name, have a place for worship i

Editing/Publication: Conference Headquarters for the Promotion of Mozu-Furuichi Kofungun for World Cultural Heritage Inscription
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World Heritage Site of Osaka
Mozu-Furuichi
Kofun Group

Mounded Tombs
of Ancient Japan




What is kofun?

Kofun is a collective term for the ancient tombs with earthen mounds that
were actively constructed in the Japanese archipelago from the middle of
the 3rd century to the late 6th century CE. In those days, members of the
high-ranking elite were buried in kofun.

What is the Mozu-Furuichi Kofun Group?

The World Heritage property “Mozu-Furuichi Kofun Group” is a tomb
group of the king’s clan that ruled the ancient Japanese archipelago.
The tombs were constructed between the late 4th century and the late
5th century, which was the peak of the Kofun period. They are located
in the southern part of the Osaka Plain which was one of the important
political cultural centers and a maritime gateway to the Asian continent.

Nintoku-tenno-ryo Kofun

Pyramid of Cheops
Mausoleum of

the First Qin Emperor

A burial mound was constructed by heaping up the soil that was dug
from the ground around the mound site. The sloping sides of the mound
were covered with stones, and the excavated area formed a moat,
descending to a level lower than any other part of the tomb.
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The kofun group includes many tombs in the shape of a keyhole,

a feature unique in the world, with the largest measuring as long as 500
meters in mound length. They form a group, along with smaller tombs K ; . ;
: : 7 ] i - m ofun show a variety of shapes: keyhole-shaped mounds; scallop

that are differentiated by their various sizes and shapes. In contrast to 1 Salcil 488 230m e . : v .

the type of burial moung commonly found in many pgrts o G vt ?_;1 ) Height T5Em Ao = shell-shaped mounds; round domed mounds; and square mounds. Their

which is an earth or piled-stone mound forming a simple covering over ¢ > volume 1.4 million e 2.6 milion 3 million tscl)zn?bzli? r‘fg :Ge}st’hr:r?%gg rfrgcé?;rssma” tombs of around 10 meters to huge

a coffin or a burial chamber, kofun are architectural achievements with ) _%‘osa"j 3

geometrically elaborate designs created as a stage for funerary rituals, . The period in which most of these mounded tombs were constructed is

decorated with haniwa clay figures. MoZRirvichi called the Kofun period, and it was at this time that the earliest form of
CJJ;’VAMA/J political centralization—the Yamato Kingly Power—started to form in the
= Japanese archipelago.

Mozu area Furvichi area
—Sakai City— : —Habikino City and Fujiidera City—

The Mozu tombs are distributed in an area of a two-kilometer radius in Sakai City, with 23
kofun in 21 sites as components of the World Heritage property. They include giant
keyhole-shaped tombs such as the largest burial mound in Japan Nintoku-tenno-ryo Kofun,
which is also one of the largest in the world, and the third largest Richu-tenno-ryo Kofun.

The Furuichi tombs are distributed in an area with a radius of two kilometers, stretching over the
cities of Habikino and Fujiidera. The World Heritage components are 26 kofun in 24 sites,
including the gigantic keyhole-shaped Ojin-tenno-ryo Kofun (second largest in Japan), with a
mound length of over 400 meters.
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Criterion (iii)

While 160,000 kofun are found throughout Japan, the Mozu-Furuichi Kofun Group
represent and provide exceptional testimony to the culture of the Kofun period of
Japan’s ancient history. The 45 components demonstrate the period’s socio-political
structures, social class differences and highly sophisticated funerary system.

Criterion (iv)

The Mozu-Furuichi Kofun Group demonstrates an outstanding type of ancient East
Asian burial mound construction. The role of the kofun in the establishment of social
hierarchies within this particular and significant historical period, as well as the
tangible attributes such as the clay sculptures, moats and geometric terraced mounds

reinforced by stone, are outstanding.

Three attributes ofJapan’s unique and characteristic kon . e

Attribute a)

A wide range of types of mounded tombs grouped together

Densely concentrated in two areas, the mounded tombs of the Mozu-Furuichi Kofun Group show a wide variation of shape and size,

© from the largest keyhole-shaped kofun measuring almost 500 meters long to others as small as 20 meters. They most clearly
demonstrate the distinct feature of the kofun built in the Japanese archipelago: mounded tombs differing in shape and size were built
in the same region during the same time period.
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22 Tsudo-shiroyama Kofun

o T —
h I q rea - 23 Chuai-tenno-ryo Kofun
- 457 v . - 24 Hachizuka Kofun
-, ) by 25 Ingyo-tenno-ryo Kofun

- 26 Nakatsuhime-no-mikoto-ryo

Hanzei-tenno-ryo Kofun
Nintoku-tenno-ryo Kofun(2-1)
Chayama Kofun(2-2)

. Daianjiyama Kofun(2-3)

. 3 Nagayama Kofun

4 Genemonyama Kofun

- 5 Tsukamawari Kofun

| 6 Osamezuka Kofun

| 7 Magodayuyama Kofun

8 Tatsusayama Kofun

9 Dogameyama Kofun

10 Komoyamazuka Kofun

11 Maruhoyama Kofun

12 Nagatsuka Kofun

13 Hatazuka Kofun

14 Zenizuka Kofun

15 Richu-tenno-ryo Kofun

16 Terayama-minamiyama Kofun
17 Shichikannon Kofun

18 Itasuke Kofun

19 Zenemonyama Kofun

20 Gobyoyama Kofun

21 Nisanzai Kofun

3 Kofun

| 27 Nabezuka Kofun

| 28 Suketayama Kofun

29 Nakayamazuka Kofun

30 Yashimazuka Kofun

- 31 Komuroyama Kofun

32 Otorizuka Kofun

33 Qjin-tenno-ryo Kofun(33-1)
Konda-maruyama Kofun(33-2)

L Futatsuzuka Kofun(33-3)

. Keyhole shape
@ Scallop shape
© Round
Square

§ir

34 Higashiumazuka Kofun
35 Kurizuka Kofun

36 Higashiyama Kofun

37 Hazamiyama Kofun

38 Hakayama Kofun

39 Nonaka Kofun |
40 Mukohakayama Kofun |
41 Nishiumazuka Kofun 1
42 Joganjiyama Kofun "
43 Aoyama Kofun
44 Minegazuka Kofun

45 Hakuchoryo Kofun

Attribute b)

Four standardized plan types

The mounded tombs of the Mozu-Furuichi Kofun Group come in four plan types: keyhole shape, scallop
shape, round and square. They are the standardized kofun shapes, which served as models for local kofun
constructed across the archipelago. In other words, the kofun group played the leading role in developing
the design and construction technologies required to build them.

Nintoku-tenno-ryo Kofun
(No. 2-1)

Elaborate th
(No. 26 Nakatsuh
o relief map)
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Location of the Mozu-Furuichi
Kofun Group

Gateway for interaction with other powers of East Asia

Against the backdrop of a divided Chinese court, East Asia witnessed the
growth of the Goguryeo, Baekje, Silla and Gaya kingdoms on the Korean
peninsula and Wa in the Japanese archipelago during the period corresponding
to Japan’s Kofun period. It was a time of turbulence for the region, with various !
kingly powers engaged in repeated conflicts and coalition-forming. P T g

Néutﬁé?ﬁ) Wei
(Northern Dynasty)

N—

The Osaka Plain, on which the Mozu-Furuichi Kofun Group is located, served Song
as a gateway for interaction with the powers of the Korean peninsula and (Southern Dynasty)
China, and was a leading center of politics and culture in ancient Japan. gl s R
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Major shapes of burial mounds in East Asia
Round and square-shaped mounds are common in East Asia; in contrast, the mounded tombs
of the Japanese archipelago have distinctive shapes.

Nagatsuka Kofun
(No. 12)

j3 Hatazuka Kofun Genemonyama Suketayama
/ (No. 13) Kofun Kofun
(No. 4) (No. 28)
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an ancient kingly power . ) P =P
Jomon Archaeological Sites in Hokkaido

Buddhist Monuments in the Horyu-ji Area
and Northern Tohoku (on the Tentative List;

(on the World Heritage List)
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Mozu-Furuichi Kofun Group Historic Monuments of Ancient Nara
. (on the World Heritage List)

Kasuga-taisha the Great
Shi A
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Preceded by the Jomon period based on hunting and
- gathering, and the Yayoi period when wet-rice agriculture
was introduced, the Kofun period witnessed the growth of
various forces throughout the archipelago and the formation
of political alliances between them. Dating to just before the
full-scale introduction of a ruling system and new religion
(Buddhism) from the Asian continent, it was a distinctive
historical stage during which power was symbolized through
mounded tombs.

Attribute c)

Evidence of elaborate and distinctive funerary rituals

- Aburial facility was dug into the top of the mound of each kofun, and haniwa (earthenware funerary sculptures) and paving stones

"~ were placed along the mound surface. The fact that funerary rituals took place on the mound and that the mound was made to be a
glorious platform were major features of the kofun of the Japanese archipelago. The tombs of the Mozu-Furuichi Kofun Group
clearly demonstrate this.

¥ i Ornamented mound at the time of

ma (1T 7, construction and the burial facility
J :“.imﬂh' > ¢ The burial facility (a stone chamber and coffin)
[l was built into the top of the mound after

construction had completed, and the mound
surface was decorated with numerous cylindrical
haniwa and paving stones.

Cylindrical haniwa to decorate the

mound
(No. 20 Gobyoyama Kofun)

An extraordinarily large
cylindrical haniwa
(No. 22 Tsudo-shiroyama Kofun)

Waterfowl-shaped haniwa suggesting

ancient people’s views on life and death
(No. 22 Tsudo-shiroyama Kofun)

i

Unearthed large stone coffin
(No. 22 Tsudo-shiroyama Kofun)

Iron armor

. (No. 39 Nonaka Kofun, Photo:
Osaka University Department  §
of Archaeology)

&

A large amount of unearthed armor
(No. 39 Nonaka Kofun, Photo: Osaka University
Department of Archaeology)

House-shaped haniwa considered to

be the origin of shrine architecture
(No. 20 Gobyoyama Kofun,
Photo: Imperial Household Agency)

Metal ornament testifying to
interaction within East Asia
(No. 44 Minegazuka Kofun)

Helmet-shaped haniwa
(No. 18 Itasuke Kofun)



